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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

December 26, 2021 

10:00 a.m.        Holy Eucharist  

 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

 

Processional: The First Noel  

 

 

The Greeting 
 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with you all. 

 

People: And also with you. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God,  

All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden.  Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

Glory to God  

 
Celebrant: Glory to God in the highest, 

All: and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 

of the world:  have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive our 

prayer. 

 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Kyrie  Lord, have mercy. 

 Christ have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY    (Prayer of the Day) 
 

Almighty God, you have shed upon us the new light of your incarnate Word.  May this light, enkindled 

in our hearts, shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
 



 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
 

First Reading:   1 Samuel 2:18-20 

 

A READING FROM THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL 

 

Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod.  His mother used to make for him a 

little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 

 

Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, "May the LORD repay you with children by this woman 

for the gift that she made to the LORD"; and then they would return to their home.  Now the boy Samuel 

continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and with the people. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

 

PSALM: 148 

 

Refrain: Alleluia.  

 

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights!  R 

 

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!  R 

 

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!  R 

 

Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!  R 

 

Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were created.  R 

 

He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.  R 

 

Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind 

fulfilling his command!  R 

 

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!  R 

 

Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!  R 

 

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!  R 

 

Young men and women alike, old and young together!  R 

 

Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and heaven. R 

 

He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of Israel who are close to him. 

Praise the LORD!  R 

 

 



 

 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-17 

 

A READING FROM COLOSSIANS 

 

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 

and patience.  Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as 

the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

 

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the 

peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.  And be thankful. 

 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude 

in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

 

The Holy Gospel:  Luke 2:41-52 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE 

 

People: Glory to You Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover.  And when he was twelve years 

old, they went up as usual for the festival.  When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 

 

Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him 

among their relatives and friends.  When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.  

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. 

 

And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.  When his parents saw him they 

were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I 

have been searching for you in great anxiety." 

 

He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?"  

But they did not understand what he said to them.  Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and 

was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.  And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 

years, and in divine and human favor. 

 

The Gospel of Christ.  
 

People: Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ  
 
 

SERMON:   Rev. Susan 

 

(Time allowed for Silent Reflection.) 



 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  #13  

 

(In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the universe, saying, “Lord, grant us peace.”) 

 

By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the angel, hear us, O Lord. 

 Lord, grant us peace. 

 

By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord. 

 Lord, grant us peace. 

 

By the birth in time of the timeless son of God, hear us, O Lord. 

 Lord, grant us peace. 

 

By the manifestation of the King of glory to the shepherds and magi, hear us, O Lord. 

 Lord, grant us peace. 

 

By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and Joseph of Nazareth, hear us, O Lord. 

 Lord, grant us peace. 

 

By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, hear us, O Lord. 

 Lord, grant us peace. 

 

Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, hear us, 

O Lord. 

 Lord, grant us peace. 

 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

  

Celebrant: Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

 

 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 

   

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes sinners and 

invites them to his table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

 

(Silence is kept.) 

 

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  



 

 

People: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may 

delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

THE PEACE   
 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST     
 

 

Offertory Hymn: Once in Royal David’s City  

 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 

God of light, in the birth of your Son we see your glory.  May we who share in this mystery grow daily 

in your love. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:  #3  

 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 
 

 Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

 People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Saviour and Redeemer.  He is your living Word, through who you have created all things. 

 

 

 By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh of the Virgin Mary and shared our human nature.  

He lived and died as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 

 In fulfilment of your will, he stretched out his hands in suffering, to bring release to those who 

place their hope in you; and so, he won for you a holy people. 

 

 He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows, and to give up his life on the cross, that he might shatter 

the chains of evil and death and banish the darkness of sin and despair.  By his resurrection he 



 

 

brings us into the light of your presence. 

 

 Now with all creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

 All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 Celebrant: Holy and gracious God, accept our praise, through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; who on 

the night he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread and gave you thanks, saying, 

“Take and eat”: this is my body which is broken for you.”  In the same way he took the cup, 

saying, “This is my blood which is shed for you.  When you do this, you do it in memory of me.” 

 

 Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we offer you this bread and this cup, giving 

thanks that you have made us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

 We ask you to send your Holy Spirit upon the offering of your holy Church.  Gather into one all 

who share in these sacred mysteries, filling them with the Holy Spirit and confirming their faith 

in the truth, that together we may praise you and give you glory through your Servant, Jesus 

Christ. 
 

 All glory and honour are yours, Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now 

and for ever. 

 People: Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER      
 

 Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

 All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 

 

BREAKING OF BREAD:  (#6)  

 

Celebrant: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

 

All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

 

AGNES DEI – Lamb of God 
 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world.  Have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world.  Have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world.  Grant us peace. 

 

 



 

 

THE COMMUNION 
 

 

Communion Hymns: O Little Town of Bethlehem  

 Away in a Manger  

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Source of truth and joy, may we who have received the gift of divine life always follow the way of your 

Son.  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

THE DOXOLOGY   
 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  Glory to 

God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.   Amen.   

 

 

THE BLESSING: 

 
Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with us all evermore.  

 

People: Amen. 

 

Reminders: Birthdays/Anniversaries/Announcements 

 

 

Recessional  
Hymn: Rejoice  

 

 

THE DISMISSAL: 
 

 Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

++++++++++ 

Assisting Rev. Susan today:       

 

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Susan Snelling 

Audio/Visual: David Paradis 

Music: Gayle Haley 

Server: Beth Steffler 

Sidespersons:  

1st Reading: Maggie Prentice 

2nd Reading: Beth Steffler 

Gospel: Rev. Susan 

Prayers: Margaret Paradis 

Chancel Ministry: Sharon Zacchigna 



 

 

This morning in our worship we remember in our prayers those of our family and friends who have 

immediate needs and concerns: 
 

Gabrielle & Dom & family; Brandon & Rineke Semsch; Samantha Wright; Karyn; Shane & Shelly Finnigan & 

Families; Donna & Ray Wilson; Bill & Cathy Gray; Rev. Janet Mitchell; Rose McIntyre; Dave & Winnie 

Fulcher; Laura Johnston; Phil & Kathy C.; Cecil Nelson & Family; Cole; Stephen Bertelsen; Martin Bertelsen; 

Lorraine W.; Sharron Snider; Peter Hubbard; Mark Ralston; Kim Middaugh; Jackson; Sally Smith; Marilyn 

Lloyd; Theresa & Pete; Valerie; Darlene Jessem; Doreen; Brenda Jessem; Brenda & Brian; Derek; Jaxon Croft; 

Sean. 

 

The names below are people in need of ongoing prayers for various reasons so we ask you to please 

continue to pray for them and their continuing need of God’ s healing touch and grace:  
 

Adesh; Lisa Marie; Sophia L.; Joyce Antony; Pam Rees; Alvin Maynard; Dave Lawrence; Livia & Neil Purcell; 

Jim Tomkins; Sheila Green; Carrie Snow; Sheri Scott; Carl; Mark & Erin; Wally Raymond; Christine; Audrey 

Moody; Lynda Raye; Garn Mennell; Lee & Jeannie Martin; Michelle Sinclair and mom; Jane & Ron Lewis; 

Cecilia Mowat; Marilyn Foley; Bill Snow; Deborah Hall; Owen; Jen Galicinski; Arlene; Joan Gough; Lorraine 

W; Fr. Murray; Margie Mills; Eunice Merrett; Jean Wallace; Nancy Dodds; Wendy Goodyer; Gordon Kennedy; 

Do Saunders; Jefferson Jr.; June Osolin; Tanya Wade-Vargas. 

 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
 

 The Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America 

 

In the Toronto Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for:   

 Black Anglicans of Canada and the International Decade for People of African Descent 
 

 


